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a note from the director...

The School of Public and International Affairs (VT SPIA) plays an integral role in Virginia 
Tech’s mission as a land grant university that makes a critical impact at the local, na-
tional and international level.  VT SPIA is strategically located in the Blacksburg main 
campus, the National Capital Region in Old Town Alexandria, and in the State Capital of 
Richmond.

The School of Public and International Affairs (VT SPIA) consists of three programs: 
Urban Affairs and Planning (UAP), the Center for Public Administration and Planning 
(CPAP), Government and International Affairs (GIA) and the Institute for Policy and 
Governance (IPG).  SPIA prepares students for public service and policy leadership, and 
translates scholarship to practice by addressing pressing public problems.  SPIA engages 
with communities and organizations across Virginia and the world to work on questions 
of planning, policy, administration and governance, performance, security, sustainability, 
collaboration, resilience, economic development, and more.  It offers a set of interdis-
ciplinary and flexible programs at the undergraduate, post-graduate and doctoral level, 
as well as online programs, graduate certificates, study abroad and experiential learning 
opportunities and a series of professional education programs. 

SPIA is a major player in Virginia Tech’s drive to be a global 
leader in the destination areas of Integrated Security, Intelli-
gent infrastructure, and Data Analytics and Decision Scienc-
es. SPIA professors and students will be at the forefront of 
developing research and policies in these high priority global 
destination areas, and SPIA is a leader in developing the Pol-
icy Strategic Growth Area.

SPIA’s new undergraduate programming continued to devel-
op this year, including the approval of a new Pathways Minor in 
Community Systems and Engagement in partnership with VT 

Engage, with the development of two new majors in Smart 
Sustainable Cities and Environmental Planning and Policy 
which will be Introduced in 2018.  In partnership with the 

- Joel Peters
  Interim Director
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Virginia Local Government Manage-
ment Association (VLGMA), the grad-
uate certificate program in local gov-
ernment management has continued 
to flourish. It provides the next gen-
eration of local government managers 
and leaders with the tools to advance 
their careers and provide exceptional 
leadership within the communities. 

In Richmond, Governor Terry McAu-
liffe announced the launching of the 
Virginia Management Fellows (VMF) 
program. This program is an initiative 
of the Commonwealth of Virginia de-
veloped with School of Public and In-
ternational Affairs to meet the state’s 
needs for future leaders. Fellows will 
be engaged in a two-year leadership 
and management development cer-
tificate program with a cutting-edge 
approach to state leadership learning. 

Our two Washington Semester pro-
grams:  The Washington Semester in 
Global Engagement and the Wash-
ington Semester in Policy and Gov-
ernance reflects SPIA ongoing com-
mitment to experiential learning, by 
bringing students from Blacksburg to 
Washington D.C. and bridging the gap 
between theory and practice through 
offering them an insight into the poli-
cy making world.

SPIA’s faculty have been highly en-
gaged in both teaching and scholar-
ship. This commitment to excellence 
in both of these field is reflected in the 
award this year of the College of Ar-

chitecture and Urban Studies (CAUS) 
Certificate of Excellence in Scholarship 
to Max Stephenson and the College 
of Architecture and Urban Studies 
(CAUS) Certificate of Excellence in 
Teaching to Robin Lemaire.   During 
the past year, SPIA faculty have pub-
lished 5 books, 4 edited books, 20 
book chapters and 56 journal articles.  
SPIA faculty have secured funding 
to support their research from fund-
ing bodies such as: National Science 
Foundation (NSF), National Insti-
tute for Health (NIH), Department of 
Transport and the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency.  And they have pre-
sented the findings of their research 
at universities and conferences across 
the United States and Europe, and in 
Brazil, Israel, Egypt, China and Japan.

Some of the highlights of that re-
search and teaching are summarized 
in this report.
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Faculty
Ariel
Ahram

Assistant Professor, GIA | Alexandria.  
Ph.D. Georgetown University (2008), government.  Non-traditional 
components of security, human security, state formation/failure, 
militias and paramilitary groups, comparative political development, 
Middle East politics.  Joined SPIA in 2012.

David
Bieri

Associate Professor, UAP | Blacksburg.  
Ph.D. Virginia Tech (2010), planning, governance, and globalization.  
The intersection of public finance, monetary theory and economic ge-
ography; regulatory aspects of international finance, global monetary 
governance, and their role in the process of financialization; history of 
economic thought.  2015.  

Ralph
Buehler

Associate Professor, UAP | Alexandria.  
Ph.D. Rutgers University (2008), planning and public policy. 
Transportation, land use, energy, regional government.  2008.  

Brian
Cook

Professor, CPAP | Alexandria.  
Ph.D. University of Maryland (1984), government and politics.  Public 
administration, public policy, american politics.   2008.  

Margaret
Cowell

Associate Professor, UAP | Alexandria.  
Ph.D. Cornell (2010), city and regional planning.  Building resilient 
regions; economic complementarity in polycentric regions; effects of 
economic restructuring on shrinking regions.  2010.  

Giselle
Datz

Associate Professor and Chair, GIA | Alexandria.  
Ph.D. Rutgers University (2007), global affairs.  Relationship between 
developing countries’ governments and financial markets, sovereign 
debt restructuring episodes.  2007.  
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Faculty
Stephanie

Davis
Assistant Professor of Practice and Associate Chair, CPAP | Blacksburg.  
Ph.D. Virginia Commonwealth University (2018), public policy and 
administration.  Organizational theory, collaboration theory, local 
government.  2017.

Matthew
Dull

Associate Professor, CPAP | Alexandria.  
Ph.D. University of Wisconsin-Madison (2006), political science.  Polit-
ical institutions, adminstrative politics, policy.  2006.  

Adrienne
Edisis

Assistant Professor and Associate Chair, CPAP | Alexandria.  
Ph.D. George Washington University (2015), public policy and public 
administration.  The future of work, labor policy, regional economic 
development, and research methods  2017.

Ralph
Hall

Associate Professor, UAP | Blacksburg.  
Ph.D. Massachusetts Institute of Technology (2006), technology, 
management and policy.  Sustainable infrastructure systems.  2009.  

Steve
Hankey

Assistant Professor, UAP | Blacksburg.  
Ph.D. University of Minnesota (2014), civil engineering.  Measuring 
and modeling non-motorized traffic; modeling within-city spatial 
patterns of air pollution; health impacts of the built environment and 
neighborhood design; real-time, mobile measurements of air pollu-
tion.  2014.  

Karen
Hult

Professor, CPAP | Blacksburg.  
Ph.D. University of Minnesota (1984), political science.  Organizational 
theory; U.S. national institutions (especially the presidency, executive 
branch, and the courts); state politics; social science methodologies.  
1998.  
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Faculty
Laura
Jensen 

Associate Professor, CPAP | Blacksburg.  
Ph.D. University of Connecticut (1996), political science.  Public policy 
and public management, state building, state capacity, governance, 
accountability, social welfare policy.  2006.  

Anne
Khademian

Professor, CPAP | Alexandria.  
Ph.D. Washington University (1989), political science.  Public 
management and governance, changing patterns of government, 
democratic participation and accountability, organizational collabo-
rations, public policy management.  2003.  

Robin
Lemaire

Associate Professor, CPAP | Blacksburg.  
Ph.D. University of Arizona (2012), public administration and policy. 
Organization networks and interorganization relations, public and 
nonprofit management, public and nonprofit organization theory, 
management and organization of health care systems.  2012.  

Paul
Knox 

University Distinguished Professor and Sr. Fellow for International 
Advancement.  UAP | Blacksburg.  
Ph.D. University of Sheffield (1972), geography.  University Distin-
guished Professor and Sr. Fellow for International Advancement.  
Comparative analysis of urbanization and urban planning; social 
production of the built environment.  1985.  

Timothy
Luke

University Distinguished Professor in Political Science, and Fellow for 
Arts, Humanities, and Social Science.  GIA | Blacksburg.  
Ph.D. Washington University – Saint Louis (1981), political science.  
Environmental politics, cultural studies, comparative politics, inter-
national political economy, and modern critical social and political 
theory, history of political thought, contemporary political theory, 
comparative and international politics. 1981.  

Shalini
Misra

Assistant Professor, UAP | Blacksburg. 
Ph.D. University of California - Irvine (2010), planning, policy and 
design. Social and cultural consequences of the Internet and digital 
communication technologies, health and behavioral impacts of en-
vironmental stressors from virtual environments, environment and 
behavior studies, science of team science.  2012. 
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Faculty
Elizabeth
Morton

Associate Professor of Practice, UAP | Blacksburg. 
Ph.D. Massachusetts Institute of Technology (2006), urban studies and 
planning. Community design policy and preservation, urban design, 
hsitoric preservation, commemoration.  2005. 

Joyce
Rothschild

Professor, GIA | Blacksburg.  
Ph.D. UC-Santa Barbara (1977), sociology.  Democratic governance 
especially in civil society; critical organizational theory especially al-
ternatives to bureaucracy and hierarchy; economic restructuring and 
its implications for democracy and social equity.  1991.  

Patricia
Nickel

Associate Professor, GIA | Blacksburg. 
Ph.D. University of Texas at Arlington (2006), urban and public admin-
istration. Assistant Professor. Critical social theory, governance, philan-
thropy and the non-profi t sector, politics of knowledge production.  
2012. 

Joel
Peters

Professor, GIA and SPIA Director | Alexandria.
Ph.D. St. Antony’s College – Oxford (1987), international relations.  
Professor. Conflict resolution, post-conflict peace-building, Israeli-Pal-
estinian peace process, regional cooperation, regional security.  2006.  

Joseph
Rees

Associate Professor, CPAP | Richmond.  
Ph.D. University of California at Berkeley (1986), jurisprudence and 
social policy.  Associate Professor. Public and private sector self-regu-
lation, organization culture, social policy, and ethics.  1994.  

Patrick
Roberts

Associate Professor, CPAP | Alexandria.  
Ph.D. University of Virginia (2005), political Science.  Public policy, 
public organizations, federal agencies.  2006.  
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Faculty
Tom
Sanchez

Professor and Chair, UAP | Alexandria.
Ph.D. Georgia Tech (1996), city planning. Transportation, land use, 
residential location behavior, and questions of social equity in 
planning; geographic information systems.  2010.  

Kris
Wernstedt

Associate Professor, UAP | Alexandria. 
Ph.D. Cornell University (1991), city and regional planning.  Envi-
ronmental planning, urban development, hazardous waste, water 
resources, hazards, GIS, spatial analysis.  2006.  

Todd
Schenk

Assistant Professor, UAP | Blacksburg.  
Ph.D. Massachusetts Institute of Technology (2015), public policy and 
planning. Assistant Professor. Collaborative planning and decision 
making; public sector dispute resolution; joint fact finding; environ-
mental policy and planning; climate change adaptation; sustainable 
development; serious games for action research.  2015.  

Tom
Skuzinski

Assistant Professor, UAP | Blacksburg.  
Ph.D. University of Michigan (2015), urban urban and regional 
planning.  Planning and law; policy implementation and governance; 
land use and housing policy at local, interlocal, and regional levels in 
the U.S.; the “cultural congnition of governance.”  2015.  

Max
Stephenson

Professor, UAP, and Director, Inst. for Policy and Governance | 
Blacksburg. 
Ph.D. University of Virginia (1985), government.  Public administra-
tion, policy implementation, non-profit organizations and manage-
ment.  1989.  

Gerard
Toal
(Ó Tuathail, 
Gearóid)

Professor, GIA | Alexandria. 
Ph.D. Syracuse (1989), political geography.  Political geography, 
critical geopolitics, globalization theories, global conflicts, post-war 
reconstruction, discourse analysis, global governance, social theory, 
post-Communist states, nationalism, demographic change, Europe, 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, northern Caucasus, economic geography.  1989.  
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Faculty

Yang
Zhang

Associate Professor and Associate Chair, UAP | Blacksburg.  
Ph.D. Texas A&M University (2006), urban and regional studies.  
Environmental planning; environmental science; research methods; 
fundamentals of GIS; advanced GIS applications; land use planning; 
planning methods; applied planning.  2008.  

Diane
Zahm

Associate Professor, UAP | Blacksburg.  
Ph.D. SUNY-Syracuse (1986), land use planning.  Land use planning, 
comprehensive planning, neighborhood revitalization, crime preven-
tion.  1995.  

Wenwen
Zhang

Assistant Professor, UAP | Blacksburg.  
Ph.D. Georgia Institute of Technology (2017), city and regional plan-
ning.  Innovative transportation and land use interaction, sustainable 
transportation, energy consumption, big and open data, applied ma-
chine learning in urban studies.  2017.

Raymond
Zuniga

Assistant Professor, CPAP | Blacksburg.  
Ph.D. American University (2017), public affairs.  Intersection of immi-
gration policy/enforcement and educational outcomes for citizen and 
noncitizen Latinos in the US.  2017.

and
School

Public
International

Affairs

o
F
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Awards
Outstanding Paper 
Award 
Transportation Research Board 
- Committee on Pedestrians
Paper Title: “Facility-Demand 
Models of Peak-Period Pe-
destrian and Bicycle Traffic: A 
Comparison of Fully-Specified 
and Reduced-Form Models”

Steve Hankey

2017 Certificate for 
Excellence in 
Teaching 
College of Architecture and 
Urban Studies, Virginia Tech 

Robin Lemaire

Fellowship 
National Academies Keck Futures 
Initiative Think Tank Style 
Conference 
“Beyond Boundaries”

Shalini Misra

Visiting Research 
Scholar
School of Social and Cultural 
Studies, Fall 2017

Trish Nickel

Wertheim Study 
Researcher-in-
Residence
New York Public Library, 
August-December 2017

Patrick Roberts

Visiting Fellow 
Davis Institute for International 
Relations, Hebrew University, 
July 2017

Joel Peters

2017 Excellence in 
Scholarship Award 
College of Architecture and Ur-
ban Studies, Virginia Tech

Max Stephenson
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Publications
Books or Monographs

Paul Knox

Knox, P. (2017). Metrobur-
bia: The Anatomy of Greater 
London. London: Merrell.

Knox, P. L. (In Press). Strong 
Island: Portsmouth’s Histo-
ry in Brick and Stone. Aegir 
Press, N.C.

Tim Luke

Luke, T. W. (Forthcoming, 2019). Gun Studies: 
Firearms as Culture, Politics, and Technology. 
New York:  Routledge.

Joel Peters

Peters, J. and R. Pinfold. (In 
Press, 2018). Understanding 
Israel Political, Societal and Se-
curity Challenges. Routledge. 

Tom Sanchez

Sanchez, T. W. (2017). Planning 
Knowledge and Research. New 
York, NY: Routledge.

Tom Skuzinski

Skuzinski, T. (Forthcoming, 
2018). The Risk of Regional 
Governance: Cultural Theory 
and Interlocal Cooperation. 
New York: Routledge.

Gerard Toal

Toal, G. (2017). Near Abroad 
Putin, the West and the Contest 
over Ukraine and the Caucasus. 
Oxford University Press.

Books Edited

Shalini Misra

Lottrechiano, G. and S. Misra (eds.). (Forthcom-
ing). Special Issue on Communication in Trans-
disciplinary Science. Informing Science: Interna-
tional Journal of the Emerging Transdiscipline.  
https://www.informingscience.org/Journals/
InformingSciJ/Overview 

Todd Schenk

Matsuura, M. and T. Schenk 
(eds). (2017). Joint fact finding 
in urban planning and envi-
ronmental disputes. Abingdon: 
Oxon; New York, NY: Routledge. 
doi:10.4324/9781315651842

Max Stephenson

Stephenson, M. and L. Kirako-
syan (eds). (2017)  RE: Reflec-
tions and Explorations Volume 
II: A Forum for Deliberative Di-
alogue, Blacksburg, VA: Virginia 
Tech. Paper. PDF and ebook for-
mats: ISBN: 978-0-9963838-3-7 
(PDF), ISBN: 978-0-9963838-4-4 
(ePub) ISBN: 978-0-9963838-5-1 (paperback).

https://www.informingscience.org/Journals/InformingSciJ/Overview
https://www.informingscience.org/Journals/InformingSciJ/Overview
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/e/9781317311263
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Publications
Book Chapters

Ariel Ahram

Ahram, A. and J. Gledhll. (2017). “Exiles and 
Political Islam: Exploring the Global Turn,” in D. 
Malet and M. Anderson (eds.), Transnational 
Actors in War and Peace. Georgetown Univer-
sity Press. Retrieved from http://press.george-
town.edu/book/georgetown/transnational-ac-
tors-war-and-peace

David Bieri

Bieri, D. S. (Forthcoming). “Conceptualizing 
Financial Resilience: The Challenges for Ur-
ban Theory,” in J. Bohland, D. Brosnan, and 
J. Harrald (eds.), The Resilience Challenge: 
Looking at Resilience through Multiple Lenses. 
Springfield, IL, United States: Charles Thomas 
Publishers.

Bieri, D. S. (2017). “Back to the Future: Lösch, 
Isard, and the Role of Money and Credit in the 
Space-Economy,” Vol 1, pp. 217-241 in R. Jack-
son and P. V. Schaeffer (eds.), Regional Research 
Frontiers: Innovations, Regional Growth and 
Migration. Cham, Switzerland: Springer Inter-
national Publishing AG. doi:10.1007/978-3-319-
50547-3_14

Bieri, D. S. (2017). “Regulatory Space and the 
Flow of Funds across the Hierarchy of Mon-
ey,” pp. 377-414 in R. L. Martin and J. Pollard 
(eds.), Handbook on the Geographies of Money 
and Finance. Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar. 
doi:10.4337/9781784719005.00024

Maggie Cowell

Cowell M. (Forthcoming). “Policy and Gover-
nance Issues Critical to Supporting Regional 
Economic Resilience,” in G. Bristow and A. Healy 
(eds.), Handbook on Regional Economic Resil-
ience. Edward Elgar.

Cowell, M. and K. DeSouza. (Forthcoming). 
“Micro-scale Disasters and Local Resiliency,” in 
J. Bohland, J. Harrald, and D. Brosnan (eds.), The 
Resiliency Challenge:  Transforming Theory to 
Action. Springfield, IL: Charles C Thomas Press.

Paul Knox

Knox, P. (2017). “Reflexive Neoliberalism, Urban 
Design, and Regeneration Machines,” pp. 82-96 
in H. Westlund and T. Haas (eds), Post-Urban 
World. London: Routledge.

Shalini Misra

Misra, S. and C. Trivedi. (2017). “Psychological 
impacts of technological change,” in A. Czopp 
and A. Blume (eds), Social Issues in Living Color: 
Challenges and Solutions from the Perspective 
of Ethnic Minority Psychology. Praeger.  http://
www.abc-clio.com/Praeger/product.aspx?p-
c=A4522C 

Patrick Roberts

Roberts, P., K. Wernstedt, J. Arvai, and K. Red-
mond. (In Press). “The Emergency Manager 
as Risk Manager,” in J. Kendra and S. Knowles 
(eds.), The New Environmental Crisis. New York, 
USA: Springer.

http://press.georgetown.edu/book/georgetown/transnational-actors-war-and-peace
http://press.georgetown.edu/book/georgetown/transnational-actors-war-and-peace
http://press.georgetown.edu/book/georgetown/transnational-actors-war-and-peace
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007%2F978-3-319-50547-3_14
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007%2F978-3-319-50547-3_14
https://www.elgaronline.com/view/9781784718992.00024.xml
http://www.abc-clio.com/Praeger/product.aspx?pc=A4522C
http://www.abc-clio.com/Praeger/product.aspx?pc=A4522C
http://www.abc-clio.com/Praeger/product.aspx?pc=A4522C
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Publications
Book Chapters continued

Tom Sanchez

Sanchez, T. W. and N. Afzalan. (2017). “Mapping 
the Knowledge Domain of Planning,” in T. San-
chez (ed.), Planning Knowledge and Research. 
New York, NY: Routledge.

Todd Schenk

Schenk, T. (2017). “Facts for now, facts for use: 
satisficing and adapting in joint fact-finding,” 
pp. 82-99 in M. Matsuura and T. Schenk (eds.), 
Joint Fact Finding in Urban Planning and En-
vironmental Disputes. London and New York: 
Routledge.

Czaika, E., D. Rumore, and T. Schenk. (2017). 
“Finding the facts about joint fact-finding: cri-
teria and approaches for rigorous evaluation,” 
pp. 181-203 in M. Matsuura and T. Schenk 
(eds.), Joint Fact Finding in Urban Planning and 
Environmental Disputes. London and New York: 
Routledge.

Matsuura, M. and T. Schenk. (2017). “Introduc-
tion: the theory and practice of joint fact-find-
ing,” pp. 1-13 in M. Matsuura and T. Schenk 
(eds.), Joint Fact Finding in Urban Planning and 
Environmental Disputes. London and New York: 
Routledge.

Matsuura, M., & Schenk, T. (2017). “Con-
clusion,” pp. 204-210 in M. Matsuura and T. 
Schenk (eds.), Joint Fact-Finding in Urban Plan-
ning and Environmental Disputes. London and 
New York: Routledge.

Tom Skuzinski

Skuzinski, T. and E. Linkous. (Forthcoming, 
2018). “Transfer of Development Rights as 
a Tool for Confronting Land Scarcity: Politics 
and Practice” in J-D. Gerber, T. Hartmann, and 
A. Hengstermann (eds.), Instruments of Land 
Policy: Dealing with Scarcity of Land. New York: 
Routledge.

Yang Zhang

Zobel, C., M. Baghersad, and Y. Zhang. (2017). 
“An approach for quantifying the multidi-
mensional nature of disaster resilience in the 
context of municipal service provision,” pp. 
239-261 in A. Fekete and F. Fiedrich (eds.), 
Urban Disaster Resilience and Security – Novel 
Approaches for Dealing with Risks in Societies. 
New York, NY: Springers.

Peacock, W. G., N. Dash, Y. Zhang, and S. Van 
Zandt. (2017). “Post-Disaster Sheltering, Tempo-
rary Housing and Permanent Housing,” pp. 569-
595 in R. Dynes, H. Rodriguez, and E. Quaran-
telli (eds.), Second Edition Handbook of Disaster 
Research. New York: Springer.

Zhang, Y. and W. Drake. (Forthcoming). “Hous-
ing Recovery after Disasters,” In M. K. Lindell, S. 
Van Zandt and W. G.s Peacock (eds.), Handbook 
of Planning for Disaster Resilience. New York: 
Routledge.
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Publications
Articles

Ariel Ahram

Ahram, A. I. (2017). “Territory, Sovereignty, and 
New Statehood in the Middle East and North 
Africa,” Middle East Journal, 71(3): pp. 345-362. 
doi:10.3751/71.3.11

David Bieri

Bieri, D. and C. J. Dawkins. (Forthcoming). 
“Amenities, Affordability, and Housing Vouch-
ers,” Journal of Regional Science.

Bieri, D. S. (2017). “Managing “Cataclysmic 
Money”: How Financial Regulation Matters for 
the Future of US Housing Policy,” Housing Policy 
Debate, 27(3): pp. 476-482. doi:10.1080/10511
482.2017.1298211

Ralph Buehler

Buehler, R. J. Pucher, R. Gerike, and T. Gotschi. 
(2017). “Reducing car dependence in the heart 
of Europe: lessons from Germany, Austria, and 
Switzerland,” Transport Reviews, 37(1): pp. 
4-28. doi:10.1080/01441647.2016.1177799

Lu, T., R. Buehler, A. Mondschein, and S. C. 
Hankey. (2017). “Designing a Bicycle and Pe-
destrian Traffic Monitoring Program to Estimate 
Annual Average Daily Traffic in a Small Rural 
College Town,” Transportation Research Part D: 
Transport and Environment, (53): pp. 193-204. 
doi:10.1016/j.trd.2017.04.017

Hankey, S.C. T. Lu, A. Mondschein, and R. Bue-
hler. (2017). “Spatial models of active travel in 
small communities: Merging the goals of traffic 
monitoring and direct-demand modeling,” Jour-
nal of Transport and Health, (7)” pp. 149-159 
doi:10.1016/j.jth.2017.08.009

Buehler, R., J. Pucher, and A. Altshuler. (2017). 
“Vienna’s path to sustainable transport,” Inter-
national Journal of Sustainable Transportation, 
11(4): pp. 257-271. doi:10.1080/15568318.201
6.1251997

Winters, M., R. Buehler, and T. Götschi. (2017). 
“Policies to Promote Active Travel: Evidence 
from Reviews of the Literature,” Current Envi-
ronmental Health Reports, 4(3): pp. 278-285. 
doi:10.1007/s40572-017-0148-x

Buehler, R. and J. Pucher. (2017). “Trends in 
Walking and Cycling Safety: Recent Evidence 
From High-Income Countries, With a Focus 
on the United States and Germany,” American 
Journal of Public Health, 107(2): pp. 281-287. 
doi:10.2105/AJPH.2016.303546

Wergin, J. and R. Buehler. (2017). “Where Do 
Bikeshare Bikes Actually Go? Analysis of Capital 
Bikeshare Trips with GPS Data,” Transportation 
Research Record, No. 2662: pp. 12-22.

Maggie Cowell

Cowell, M., S. Lyon-Hill, and S. Tate. (Forthcom-
ing). “It takes all kinds: Understanding diverse 
entrepreneurial ecosystems,” Journal of Enter-
prising Communities: People and Places in the 
Global Economy.

Matt Dull

Dull, M. M., and D.C.W.P. Parker. “Divided We 
Quarrel: The Politics of Congressional Investiga-
tions, 1947-2004,” Legislative Studies Quarterly, 
34(3): pp. 319-345.

Dull, M. M. and P. Roberts. “Continuity, Compe-
tence, and the Succession of Senate-Confirmed 
Agency Appointees,” Presidential Studies Quar-
terly, 39(3): pp. 432-453.

http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/mei/mei/2017/00000071/00000003/art00002;jsessionid=1tdpfbg8d00r3.x-ic-live-02
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10511482.2017.1298211
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10511482.2017.1298211
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01441647.2016.1177799
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1361920916307088?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2214140517300282?via%3Dihub
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/15568318.2016.1251997
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/15568318.2016.1251997
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs40572-017-0148-x
http://doi.org/10.2105/AJPH.2016.303546
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lent Financial History Matters for Urban The-
ory.” In Glenn H. Beyer Memorial Lectureship. 
Cornell University, Ithaca, NY.

Bieri, D. S. (2017). “Monetary Amnesia: How Re-
gional Science Abandoned Monetary Thought.” 
In Regional Science Colloquium. Cornell Univer-
sity, Ithaca, NY.

Bieri, D. S. (2017). “Binary Economics and Why 
We Should Care About the History of Economic 
Ideas.” In VT Advancing the Human Condition 
Symposium. Virginia Tech.

Bieri, D. S. (2017). “Innovation, Entrepreneur-
ship, and the Business Cycle.” In Entrepre-
neurship and Collective Action in Economic 
Development. Office of International Research, 
Education and Development, Virginia Tech, 
Blacksburg, VA.

Ralph Buehler

Buehler, R. (2017). “Making Cycling Irresistible.” 
Bicycle Space, Washington, DC.

Hankey, S. C., T. Lu, A. Mondschein, and R. 
Buehler. (2017). Merging Traffic Monitoring 
and Direct-Demand Modeling to Assess Spatial 
Patterns of Annual Average Daily Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Traffic. Poster session presented at 
the meeting of Transportation Research Board.

Lu, T., R. Buehler, A. Mondschein, A., and S. 
Hankey. (2017). Designing a bicycle and pedes-
trian traffic monitoring program to estimate an-
nual average daily traffic in a small rural college 
town. Poster session presented at the meeting 
of Transportation Research Board (TRB).

Buehler, R., J. Pucher, and O. Duemmler. (2017). 
Verkehrsverbund: The Evolution & Spread of 
Fully-Integrated Regional Public Transport in 
Germany, Austria, & Switzerland. Annual Meet-
ing of the Association of Collegiate Schools of 
Planning. Denver, Colorado.

Buehler, R. (2017). Technology Alone Cannot 
Solve the Problem. Transportation Research 
Board Annual Meeting, Washington, DC.

Buehler, R. (2017). Making Cycling Irresistible. 
Transportation Research Board Annual Meeting, 
Washington, DC.

https://www.wilsoncenter.org/
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Buehler, R. (2017). “Cycling in the Global 
South.” In Scientists for Cycling Conference/Ve-
loCity 2017, Radboud University, Nijmegen, The 
Netherlands.

Buehler, R. (Keynote. 2017). “Trends in Bicycling 
and in Bicycling Research—A US Perspective.” 
Velo City Conference 2017, Radboud University, 
Nijmegen.

Buehler, R. (Keynote. 2017). “Reducing Car-De-
pendence: Lessons from Europe and North 
America.” Oxford University, Oxford, UK. 

Lovegrove, G. and R. Buehler. (2017). The state 
of cycling research and connections to freight 
research. Presentation to TRB Urban Freight 
Committee. Transportation Research Board 
Annual Meeting, Washington, DC.

Buehler, R. (Keynote. 2017). “Reducing Car-De-
pendence: Lessons from Europe and North 
America.” University of Westminster, London, 
UK, London Cycling Campaign. 

Brian Cook

Cook, B. J. (2017). “Reconstructing Public Ad-
ministration for the Commercial Republic, Part 
I: The Madisonian Design, Its Flaws, and the 
Case for a Fourth Branch.” American Society 
of Public Administration Annual Conference, 
Atlanta, GA, March.

Maggie Cowell

Tate, A., M. M. Cowell, and S. Lyon-Hill. (2017). 
“Barriers and Drivers to Accessing and Using 
Workforce and Technical Assistance Resources 
for Small and Medium Manufacturers (SMMs) 
in Non-urban Regions.” In Manufacturing 
Growth and Innovation in the United States. 
MIST Campus, Gaithersburg, MD.

Cowell, M. (2017). “Policy and Governance in 
the ‘Resilient’ Region: Lessons from the CEDS.” 
Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning 
Annual Conference. Denver, CO., October.

Cowell, M., S. Tate, and S. Lyon-Hill. (2017). 
“Barriers and Drivers to Accessing and Using 
Workforce and Technical Assistance Resources 
for Small and Medium Manufacturers (SMMs) 
in Non-urban Regions.” Manufacturing Growth 
and Innovation in the United States Summit, 
NIST Campus, Gaithersburg, MD. July.

Cowell, M., S. Tate, and S. Lyon-Hill. (2017). 
“Knowing and Nurturing your Entrepreneurial 
Ecosystem.” American Planning Association 
Annual Conference. New York, NY, May.

Cowell, M. and J. Bohland. (2017). “Introduction 
to the Small Cities Initiative.”Small Cities Net-
working Event. Roanoke, VA, April.

Adrienne Edisis

Edisis, A. T. (Keynote, June 2017). “Workers’ 
Compensation: More than Moral Hazard at 
Work.”  U.S. Department of Labor.

Giselle Datz

Datz, G. (2017). “Long for this World: Discover-
ing, Insuring, and Transferring Longevity Risk.” In 
International Studies Association, Baltimore, MD. 

Datz, G. and K. Corcoran. (2017). “Deviant Debt: 
Reputation, Litigation, and Outlier Effects in 
Argentina’s Debt Restructuring Saga.” In Politics 
and Sovereign Debt in Latin America in Histor-
ical Perspective Workshop, Fundação Getúlio 
Vargas, São Paulo.

Datz, G. (2017).  “Theoretically-Grounded 
Qualitative Case Study Analysis”. University of 
São Paulo’s Institute for International Relations, 
Center for the Study of International Political 
Economy, São Paulo, Brazil.
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Datz, G. and K. Corcoran. (2017). “Deviant Debt: 
Reputation, Litigation, and Outlier Effects in 
Argentina’s Debt Restructuring Saga.” Univer-
sity of São Paulo’s Institute for International 
Relations, Center for the Study of International 
Political Economy, São Paulo, Brazil.

Stephanie Davis

Davis, S. D. (2017). “Capital Budgeting.” Virginia 
Association of School Board Finance Managers, 
October.

Davis, S. D., and J. Budesky. (2017). “Capital 
Budgeting.” American Planning Association, 
July.

Davis, S. D. (2017). “Local Government Certifi-
cate Program And Future Generations,” Vlgma, 
Summer Vlgma Conference, Virginia Local Gov-
ernment Managers Association, June.

Ralph Hall

Hall, R. P. (2017). Presentation of VT-VUU Be-
loved Community Initiative, New Canaan Inter-
national Church, Richmond, VA. December. 

Hall, R. P. (2017). Presentation of the 2018 VT-
VUU Beloved Community Essay Contest, Virgin-
ia Union University, Richmond, VA. December.

Hall, R. P., M. Edwards, L. Walters, O. Cardwell, 
and V. Wood. (2017). Panel Discussion, The 
Beloved Community Rally and Dream Re-Set, 
Virginia Tech, Richmond, VA. December.

Hall, R. P. (2017). “The Story Behind the Beloved 
Community Initiative.” In Advancing the Human 
Condition. Virginia Tech. Retrieved from https://
prezi.com/.

Hall, R. P., P. Muelenaer, P. Kelly, K. Kochers-
berger, A. Muelenaer, J. Powell, P. Talbot, and A. 
Taylor. (2017). TEAM Malawi (Technology-Edu-
cation-Advocacy-Medicine): A Multidisciplinary 
Global Health Experience. Poster presented at 
the meeting of Virginia Tech Carilion School of 
Medicine’s Bringing Global Health Home event. 
Retrieved from https://ralphphall.files.word-
press.com/.

Hall, R. P. (Keynote. 2017). “Innovation Ecol-
ogies - Changing Universities.” Virginia Tech. 
Retrieved from https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=t_qst23vViU 

Hall, R. P., R. Jones, J. Van Mullekom, and M. 
Kucsak. (Keynote. 2017). Academic Leaders 
Program - Panel Discussion.

Hall, R. P. (Keynote. 2017). “Faith in the System: 
Rebuilding Trust in Government in a Time a 
Complex Governing Challenges.” In SPIA Ride-
nour Faculty Fellowship Conference & High 
Table Celebration. Virginia Tech. Retrieved from 
https://ralphphall.wordpress.com/2017/03/17/
future-of-work-income/. 

Steve Hankey

Yaganeh, A., R. Hall, A. Pearce, and S. Hankey. 
(2017). “An equity analysis of the U.S. public 
transportation system based on job accessi-
bility.” In Association of Collegiate Schools of 
Planning. Denver, CO.

Hankey, S., H. Le, and R. Buehler. (2017). “Im-
pacts of the built environment on active travel: 
Evidence from 20 US metropolitan areas.” In 
Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning. 
Denver, CO. 

Le, H., T. Glasgow, R. Buehler, Y. Fan, and S. 
Hankey. (2017). “Exploring travel affinity asso-
ciated with travel modes and multitasking.” In 
Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning. 
Denver, CO. 

https://prezi.com/
https://prezi.com/
https://ralphphall.files.wordpress.com/
https://ralphphall.files.wordpress.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t_qst23vViU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t_qst23vViU
https://ralphphall.wordpress.com/2017/03/17/future-of-work-income/
https://ralphphall.wordpress.com/2017/03/17/future-of-work-income/
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Hankey, S. and P. Sforza. (2017). Using mobile 
sensing of air quality to design low-exposure 
bicycle routes. Poster session presented at the 
meeting of Association of Collegiate Schools of 
Planning.

Bhagavathula, R., R. Gibbons, and S. Hankey. 
(2017). Can street lighting promote physical 
activity after dark? An exploratory study. Poster 
session presented at the meeting of Illuminat-
ing Engineering Society.

Fitzpatrick, T., S. Hankey, and J. Rankin. (2017). 
Assessing Barriers and Motivators for Use of 
a Trail for Active Transportation in a College 
Town. Poster session presented at the meeting 
of Southeast American College of Sports Medi-
cine.

Lindsey, G., M. Peterka, J. Wang, J., and S. Han-
key. (2017). Monitoring Shared-use Paths: Ap-
plying Warrants for Pedestrian Hybrid Beacons 
and Traffic Signals. Poster session presented at 
the meeting of Transportation Research Board.

Hankey, S., T. Lu, A. Mondschein, and R. Bue-
hler. (2017). Merging Traffic Monitoring and 
Direct-Demand Modeling to Assess Spatial 
Patterns of Annual Average Daily Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Traffic. Poster session presented at 
the meeting of Transportation Research Board.

Wang, J., S. Hankey, and G. Lindsey. (2017). 
Exposure to Risk and the Built Environment: 
Empirical Study of Bicycle Crashes in Minneapo-
lis, Minnesota. Poster session presented at the 
meeting of Transportation Research Board.

Lu, T., R. Buehler, A. Mondschein, and S. Han-
key. (2017). Designing a bicycle and pedestrian 
traffic monitoring program to estimate annual 
average daily traffic in a small rural college 
town. Poster session presented at the meeting 
of Transportation Research Board.

Sara Jordan

Jordan, S. R. (Keynote. 2017). “Cognitive Com-
puting Ethics and Social Challenges.” In AI 
World. Boston. Retrieved from https://aiworld.
com/speakers/ 

Jordan, S. R. (Keynote. 2017). “Social and Per-
sonal Impacts of AI.” In IEEE TechEthics.

Anne Khademian

Khademian, A. (2017). “From Jurassic to Jetso-
nian Government, 21st Century Competencies 
and the University as Case Study,” NASPAA 
Annual Meeting, October.

Khademian, A. (2017). Book Round Table on 
Making Policy Public: Participatory Bureaucra-
cy in American Democracy by Susan Moffitt. 
Southern Political Science Association. January.

Khademian, A. M. (Keynote. 2017). “Ways of 
Knowing Megaregions.” In Beijing Forum. Bei-
jing, China.

Khademian, A.M. (Keynote. 2017). “Resilience 
as an Outcome of Inclusion: Managing Across 
Zones of Difference.” Bellmon Lecture, Universi-
ty of Oklahoma.

Robin Lemaire

Lemaire, R. H. (2017). “Leading or misleading 
community change?: Philanthropic funders and 
using network analysis to target investment.” 
Paper presented at the 2017 Association for 
Research on Nonprofit Organizations and Volun-
tary Action national meeting. November.

Lemaire, R. H. (2017). “The Functions of Net-
work Executives: A Goal-directed Network 
Management Framework.” Paper presented at 
the 2017 national meeting of the Academy of 
Management, August.

https://aiworld.com/speakers/
https://aiworld.com/speakers/
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Lemaire, R. H. (2017). “What is Our Purpose 
Here?: Network Relationships and Goal Con-
gruence in a Goal-directed Network.” Paper 
presented at the 2017 national meeting of the 
Academy of Management, August.

Lemaire, R.  (Keynote. 2017). “How to Build an 
Effective Network.” Presented to the NRV Re-
gional Food Access Network. Summer.

Lemaire, R. (2017). Results Presentation.  Unit-
ed Way of the Roanoke Valley and the Family 
Self-Sufficiency Network. February.

Lemaire, R. (2017). “How to Build an Effective 
Network.” Presented to the NRV Regional Food 
Access Network. May.

Tim Luke

Luke, T. W. (Keynote. 2017). “Late Holocene 
or Early Anthropocene: Care, Curation, and 
Conservation in Times of Ecological Survival.” 
Remaking the Museum: Curation, Care, and 
Conservation in Times of Ecological Upheaval, 
Center for Environmental Humanities, Moes-
gaard Museum, Aarhus University, Aarhus, 
Denmark, December.

Luke, T. W. (Keynote. 2017). “The Promises of 
Liberation and Powers of Repression Today: 
Marcuse and North American Critical Theory.” 
International Herbert Marcuse Society Seventh 
Biennial Conference, York University, Toronto, 
Ontario, October.

Luke, T. W. (2017). Gun Studies Symposium, 
University of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona, October. 

Luke, T. W. (2017). “Obama in Hiroshima, Abe in 
Honolulu: Machtpolitik.” “Museums, Exhibitions 
and the Representation of the International,” 
Fourth European Workshops in International 
Studies, University of Cardiff, Wales, June.

Luke, T. W. (2017). “Counting Up The AR-15s: 
The Subject of Assault Rifles and the Assault Ri-
fle as Subject.” The Symbolic and Material Con-
struction of Guns, “The Resilience Machine,” 
Conference at Amherst College, Amherst, MA, 
March.

Luke, T. W. (2017). “What Must Be Done: Sus-
taining New Political Science in the USA after 
Decades of Decline.” Caucus for a New Politi-
cal Science 50th Anniversary Conference, Isla 
Grande Beach Resort, South Padre Island, Anni-
versary Conference, Isla Grande Brownsville, TX, 
February.

Shalini Misra

Misra, S. and D. DiazGranados. (2017). Emerg-
ing SciTS Scholars Panel. SciTS Conference, 
Clearwater, FL., June.

Lottrechiano, G. and S. Misra. (2017). Obser-
vational and Analytic Features for the Study 
of Transdisciplinary Teams. Informing Science 
Institute (InSITE) Conference, Ho Chi Minh City, 
Vietnam, July-August.

Lottrechiano, G. and S. Misra. (2017). Obser-
vational and Analytic Features for the Study of 
Transdisciplinary Teams. Association for Integra-
tive Studies Conference, Baltimore, MD, Octo-
ber.

Trivedi, C. and S. Misra.  (2017). The Integral 
Place of Dialogue in Social Entrepreneurial Ven-
tures. SciTS Meeting, Clearwater, FL., June.

Joe Rees

Rees, J. (2017). “Fukashima And Nuclear Safety 
Regulation.” In Law@Society Association Annual 
Meeting. Honolulu Hawaii.
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Patrick Roberts

Roberts, P. S. (Keynote. 2017). “Big Ideas in 
Emergency Management Research and Prac-
tice.” College of Emergency Management, 
SUNY-Albany, Albany, New York.

Roberts, P. S. (Keynote. 2017). “Legal and Politi-
cal Considerations for the New Administration.” 
In Natural Hazards Workshop. Broomfield, CO.

Roberts, P. S. (Keynote. 2017). “From Crisis 
Management to the Governance of Risk.” In 
From the management of crisis to the gover-
nance of risk: Time for a paradigm shift?. Haik-
ou, China.

Roberts, P. S. (Keynote. 2017). “Decision Biases 
and Heuristics Among Public Managers.” Tsing-
hua University, Beijing, China.

Roberts, P. S. (2017). “Emergency Management 
in the United States Today.” Carnegie Mellon 
Washington Semester Course, October.

Wernstedt, K., P. Roberts, J. Arvai, and K. Red-
mond. (2017). “Emergency Management in 
Rural America: Decision Makers’ Use of Climate 
Science in Flood Planning and Management.” 
Meeting of Division of Civil, Mechanical and 
Manufacturing Innovation (CMMI) National 
Science Foundation.

Roberts, P., J. Arvai, K. Redmond, and K. Wernst-
edt. (2017). “Using Climate Forecasts to Im-
prove Emergency Planning and Management.” 
Meeting of Disaster Research Center 50th 
Anniversary Workshop.

Tom Sanchez

Sanchez, T. W. (2017). “Smart City Technology 
for Critical Infrastructure: A Challenge for Vi-
sioning and Planning. The Beijing Forum, Bei-
jing, China, November.

Gebresselassie, M. and T. W. Sanchez. (2017). 
“Smart, Equitable and Inclusive Urban Trans-
port.” The Association for Collegiate Schools 
of Planning Annual Conference, Denver, CO, 
October.

Sanchez, T. W. (2017). Virginia Tech Urban Com-
puting Day panel on the Future of Urban Data.

Sanchez, T. W. (2017). “Washington DC Region 
Housing Needs,” discussion by six area planning 
directors.

Sanchez, T. W. (2017). “Future of Housing Pol-
icy,” University of Pennsylvania Planning Pro-
gram, August.

Sanchez, T. W. (2017). “Future of Regional Gov-
ernance,” Beijing Forum, Beijing, China. Novem-
ber.

Sanchez, T. W. (2017). Journal Editors Roundta-
ble (invited panelist) Association for Collegiate 
Schools of Planning Annual Conference, Port-
land, OR.

Todd Schenk

Schenk, T. E. (Keynote. 2017). “From Land Use 
Disputes to Policy Challenges: More Mean-
ingful Public Participation Deliberation.” Roa-
noke, VA. Retrieved from http://cityworksxpo.
com/2017-speakers/ 

Schenk, T. E. (Keynote. 2017). “Gaming Uncer-
tainties: Using role-play simulation exercises to 
facilitate deliberation around wicked challeng-
es.” Tokyo, Japan.

Schenk, T. (2017). Pre-Organized Session: 
“Serious Games for Collaborative Planning & 
Stakeholder Engagement.” In Association of Col-
legiate Schools of Planning Annual Conference 
(2017). Denver, CO.

http://cityworksxpo.com/2017-speakers/
http://cityworksxpo.com/2017-speakers/
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Schenk, T. (2017). “Role-Play Simulation Exercis-
es for Social Learning & Collaborative Problem 
Solving: Lessons from the Harboring Uncertain-
ty Project.” In Association of Collegiate Schools of 
Planning Annual Conference (2017). Denver, CO.

Schenk, T. (2017). Round Table: “Serious Games 
for Collaborative Planning & Stakeholder En-
gagement.” In Association of Collegiate Schools of 
Planning Annual Conference (2017). Denver, CO.

Schenk, T. (2017). “Effective Participation Meth-
ods 2.” In Urban Affairs Association Annual 
Conference (2017). Minneapolis, MN.

Schenk, T. (2017). “Making Frenemies: Fostering 
Civility and Seeking Solutions Through Civil Dis-
course Among the Utterly Opposed.” In Urban 
Affairs Association Conference (2017). Minne-
apolis, MN.

Tom Skuzinski

Skuzinski, T. (2017). Association of Law, Proper-
ty, and Society 8th Annual Meeting.  	The Staff 
Planner as Legal Expert. May.

Skuzinski, T. (2017). “The Limits of Administra-
tive Conjunction Theory in Cooperative Land 
Use: The Case of Metropolitan Detroit.” Amer-
ican Society for Public Administration 2017 
Annual Conference. March.

Skuzinski, T. (2017). “Interlocal Cooperation 
Amidst Uncertainty: How Variation in Institu-
tional Setting Affects the Reasoning of Local 
Public Actors.” Urban Affairs Association 47th 
Annual Conference. April.

Max Stephenson

Stephenson, M. O. (2017). “Reflections on 
Capacity Building and Community Change.” In 
Global Leadership, Empowerment and Diversity 
Summit. Arlington, VA.

Stephenson, M. O. (2017). “Restoring Trust in 
Government in a Time of Complex Governing 
Challenges.” In SPIA Ridenour Symposium. VT 
Skelton Center.

Stephenson, M. O. (2017). Nonprofit Board 
Governance: Context, Challenges and Possibili-
ties, Nonprofit Roundtable/Make a Mark Roa-
noke. January.

Wenwen Zhang

Zhang, W. and S. Guhathakurta. (2017). “Shared 
Autonomous Vehicles and Employment Ag-
glomeration: An agent-based Simulation Mod-
el.” In Annual Meeting of Association of Colle-
giate Schools of Planning.

Zhang, W. (2017). “Urban Informatics - Shaping 
the future of cities using data science and tech-
nology.” ICTAS.

Zhang, W. (2017). “How to finish dissertation on 
time.” Georgia Institute of Technology, City and 
Regional Planning, Atlanta, GA, PhD Seminar. 
November.

Ray Zuniga

Zuniga, R. A. (2017). “$ Value of College Degree 
and Higher Ed Economics.” College Advising 
Corp; KC Scholars, Kansas City, MO. December.

Zuniga, R. A., S. Bishu, and S. Larson. (2017). 
“Landing a Tenure-Track Assistant Professor 
Job.” American Society for Public Adminis-
tration, ASPA Online Student Webinar Series. 
August.
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Funded Research
Ariel Ahram

ISCE Middle East, ISCE, USD 25,000 (01/01/2017 
- Present) 

Nuclear Security, Safety, and Security in the 
Middle East, ISCE, USD 20,000 (05/02/2015 
- Present).  Principal Investigators: Roberts, 
Patrick; Schmidt, Sonja

David Bieri

NRT-DESE: UrbComp: Data Science for Model-
ing, Understanding, and Advancing Urban Pop-
ulations, National Science Foundation, National 
Science Foundation, USD 2,999,328, Principal 
Investigators: Ramakrishnan, Narendran (30%), 
Abbas, Kaja M ( 5%), Batra, Dhruv ( 5%), Bieri, 
David S ( 5%), Embree, Mark P ( 5%), House, 
Leanna L ( 5%), Keller, Sallie A ( 5%), Others 
(40%), 09/01/2015-08/31/2020

Ralph Buehler

Street noise relationship to vulnerable road 
user safety, Safety Through Disruption National 
Universality Transportation Center (SAFE-D), 
Department of Transportation, 09/01/2017

Planning for Walking and Cycling in an Autono-
mous Vehicle Future, USDOT - MATS - Region 3, 
Department of Transportation, 08/21/2017

Multi-city, national-scale direct-demand models 
of peak-period bicycle and pedestrian traffic, 
08/10/2016-05/17/2017

Brian Cook

The Design and Implementation of Trade Secret 
Protections in Transparency-based Environmen-
tal Regulation, Institute for Society, Culture, and 
Environment, 06/01/2015-05/31/2018

Maggie Cowell

NRT: Disaster Resilience and Risk Management 
(DRRM) - Creating quantitative decision making 
frameworks for multi-dimensional and multi-
scale analysis of hazard impact National Science 
Foundation. PI: R. Weiss Robert, Co-PIs: M. 
Paretti, M. Cowell, J. Irish, Y. Zhang, C. Zobel 	
$2,999,782, 2/17-present

Cities ‘After Decline’: Urban Revival in the USA 
and Russia. German Research Foundation	 PIs: 
J. Bohland, N. Kinossian; Co-PIs: J. Bohland, T. 
Scuzinski, M. Cowell. ~$30,000 USD, 	9/17-2/18

Improving Virginia Competitive-ness	Virginia 
Chamber of Commerce PI: S. Lyon-Hill, Co-PIs: 
S. Tate, M. Cowell, J.Provo. $36,000, 6/17-10/17

Appealing to the Authority of Data: Social Com-
plexity, Fragmented Decisionmaking, and the 
Politics of Smart Cities.  National Science Foun-
dation	 PIs S. Sterett (44%) and A. Eckerd (44%) 
Co-PIs Orr (8%) and Cowell (4%). $200,000, 
8/16-8/17

Adrienne Edisis

Incentive Effects of Workers’ Compensation 
Insurance Employer Costs, U.S. Department of 
Labor (Administrator: Avar Consulting Inc), Oth-
er, USD 29,896, Principal Investigators: Edisis, 
Adrienne T. (100%), 08/01/2016-08/31/2017

Ralph Hall

Convergence HTF: RCN: “Enhancing small 
and mid-level farm viability through a sys-
tems-based research network: Linking technol-
ogy and sustainable development and practice,” 
National Science Foundation, , 09/01/2017
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Ralph Hall cont.  International Program and 
Sustainable Infrstructure Development, Univer-
sity Grant Commission, USD 61,576, Principal 
Investigators: Hall Ralph P (34%), Garvin Mi-
chael J (33%), Misra Shalini (33%), 08/01/2012-
07/31/2016

Steve Hankey

Characterizing urban- and finer-scale spatio-
temporal variability for select VOC Superfund 
compounds, National Institutes of Health, 
Co-Principal Investigator, Total award: $700,000; 
share to VT: $69,291, 08/01/2017-07/31/2022.

Planning for walking and cycling in an auton-
omous vehicle future, Mid-Atlantic Transpor-
tation Sustainability University Transportation 
Center, Department of Transportation, Co-In-
vestigator, Total award: $91,250; share to VT: 
$84,436, 08/01/2017-05/31/2018.

Street noise relationship to vulnerable road 
user safety, Safe-D University Transportation 
Center, Department of Transportation, Co-Prin-
cipal Investigator, Total award: $54,066; share 
to VT: $20,352, 06/01/2017-05/31/2017.

Developing VOC land use regression models in 
Minneapolis, MN, City of Minneapolis, Princi-
pal Investigator, Total award (and share to VT): 
$6,300, 05/15/2017-08/25/2017.

Center for air, climate, and energy solutions 
(CACES), Environmental Protection Agency, 
Co-Principal Investigator, Total award: $10 
million; share to VT: $278,629, 05/01/2016-
04/30/2021.

Multi-city, national-scale direct-demand models 
of peak-period bicycle and pedestrian traf-
fic, Mid-Atlantic Transportation Sustainability 
University Transportation Center, Department 
of Transportation, Principal Investigator, Total 
award (and share to VT): $89,232, 06/01/2016-
05/31/2017.

Towards real-time air quality models: Adding 
temporal precision to empirical models of air 
quality, Institute for Critical Technology and 
Applied Science, Principal Investigator, Total 
award: $79,820, 07/01/2017-06/31/2019.

Mood state in transport environments: As-
sessing the impact of mode, purpose, and the 
built environment, Institute of Society Culture 
and Environment, Principal Investigator, Total 
award: $12,630, 07/01/2016-12/31/2017.

Sara Jordan

Institutional Transformation: Cultivating an 
ethical STEM culture through an integrated 
undergraduate general education, National 
Science Foundation, USD 599,282. Principal 
Investigators: Bairaktarova, Diana (35%), Jordan, 
Sara R .(25%), Sible, Jill C (25%), Staley, Thomas 
W (10%), Riley, Donna M. ( 5%), 08/15/2017-
07/31/2022

Shalini Misra

2016-2019:  Creating a culture of collaboration 
at George Washington University (C3GWU). 
Role: Project Lead for “Being a Cross-Disci-
plinary Scientist.” Think Tank. Sponsor: George 
Washington University

2017-18: Co-PI, Caution: Heavy Load Ahead, 
Smart and Connected Communities- Planning 
Grant, National Science Foundation ($99,354)

2017-2018: Principal Investigator, Thinking and 
Decision Making in An Age of Divided Attention, 
Institute for Society, Culture, and Environment, 
Virginia Tech ($30,000)

Faculty Mentoring Grant, Office of the Pro-
vost, Virginia Tech. Role: Principal Investigator, 
($1500)
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Shalini Misra cont.  D.C. Initiative (2013-2017). 
Role: Team member; Director: Maggie Cowell. 
Sponsor: Institute of Society Culture and Envi-
ronment, Virginia Tech. Amount: $100,000.00 

Joel Peters

Breaking the Impasse: Beyond the Two-State 
solution:, ISCE/Middle East Small Grant Pro-
gram, USD 4,000 (on going: 06/01/2017 - 
06/01/2019)

Patrick Roberts

Nuclear & Security Affairs IPA, Council on For-
eign Relations, USD 125,000, Principal Investi-
gators: Roberts Patrick S (100%), 10/30/2017-
08/31/2018

SCC-Planning: Caution: Heavy Load Ahead, 
National Science Foundation, USD 99,354, 
Principal Investigators: Wernstedt Kris F (18%), 
Heaslip Kevin P (17%), Misra Shalini (17%), 
Murray-Tuite Pamela M (17%), Roberts Patrick 
S (17%), Swarup Samarth (14%), 09/15/2017-
08/31/2018

Regulating Climate Change: Governance and 
Legal Mobilization, Oñati International Institute 
for the Sociology of Law/National Science Foun-
dation Workshop Grant, Approx. $1500, Nation-
al Science Foundation, 07/17/2017

Misra, S. and Roberts, P. Thinking and Decision 
Making in an Age of Divided Attention, ISCE 
Scholars Grant, 2017-18.

Ahram, A., Roberts, P., Schmid, S. Integrating 
Safety, Security, and Safeguards in Nuclear 
Science and Policy, Policy Strategic Growth Area 
Research Award, 2017-2018, $30,000.

Tom Sanchez

Housing and Economic Development. Melis-
sa Jones, Andrew McCoy, Thomas Sanchez, 
Charles Koebel.  Sponsor: Virginia Housing 
Development Authority. Amount: $615,138.00. 
(August 18, 2015 - November 20, 2017).

Todd Schenk

Collaborative remedies for fragmented so-
cieties - Facilitating the collaborative turn in 
environmental decision-making (CORE), Stra-
tegic Research Council of Finland, 09/01/2017-
08/31/2021

A synthetic population approach to modeling 
human health and the environment: A tool for 
adaptation planning, Global Change Center 
(VT), 11/01/2017-05/31/2018

Stresses and Instability in Coastal Systems: 
Sustaining Prosperity, Increasing Diversity and 
Achieving Resilience, Global Systems Science 
Destination Area (VT), 09/01/2017-05/31/2018

Sustainable Renewable Energy Systems (SRES) 
Project, Policy Strategic Growth Area (VT), 
09/01/2017-05/30/2018

Pathways Development/Delivery Grant, Gen-
eral Education at Virginia Tech, 02/17/2017-
05/30/2018

Tom Skuzinski

Regional Studies Association Early Career 
Grant Scheme.  PI: Thomas Skuzinski, $14,345.   
11/13/17 – 11/12/18

Reimagining metropolitan fragmentation: The 
Local Autonomy Project. Department of Trans-
portation (University Transportation Centers), 
Center for Transportation Equity, Decision, and 
Dollars (C-TEDD) #017-08. PI: David Weinreich; 
Co-PI: Thomas Skuzinski; Co-PI: Shima Hamidi, 
$63,457. 9/1/17 – 8/31/18
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Tom Skuzinski cont.  Local Barriers to Regional 
Transportation: Understanding Transit System 
Fragmentation from an Institutionalist Perspec-
tive. Institute for Critical Technology and Ap-
plied Sciences (ICTAS). Research Experiences for 
Undergraduates NSF Pilot Funding. PI: Thomas 
Skuzinski. $10,000. 11/1/17 – 6/30/18

Decision Sciences for Resilient Communities. 
Curriculum Globalization Grant - UAP 4754 Le-
gal Foundation of Planning.  Awardee: Thomas 
Skuzinski, $3,500. Spring 2017 / Fall 2017

Max Stephenson

Small Communities and the Challenge of Social 
and Economic Change, Bridge Valley Communi-
ty Technical College; VT Outreach and Interna-
tional Affairs, Principal Investigators: Stephen-
son M, 03/06/2017-11/20/2017, $17,000.

Loudoun County Nonprofit Needs Assessment, 
County of Loudoun, $75,000, Principal Investi-
gators: Dunkenberger Mary E (90%), Stephen-
son Max O (10%), 11/04/2016-11/03/2017

Yang Zhang

NRT: Disaster Resilience and Risk Management 
(DRRM): Creating Quantitative Decision Making 
Frameworks for Multi-dimensional and Multi-
scale Analysis of Hazard Impacts.  Yang Zhang 
(Co-PI), Robert Weiss (PI), Jennifer Irish, Mar-
garet Cowell, Christopher Zobel, Guney Olgun, 
Debra Olsen.  Sponsor: National Science Foun-
dation.  Amount: $3,000,000. September 2017 
to August 2022.

Sea level rise and human pressures on the land-
sea interface.  Yang Zhang (Co-PI), Robert Weiss 
(PI), Jennifer Irish, Margaret Cowell, Christopher
Zobel, Anamaria Bukvic. Sponsor: Virginia Tech 
Global Systems and Science Destination Area. 
Amount: $40,000. Duration: 2017

Quantifying Natural Disasters’ Impact on Neigh-
borhood Transition. Yang Zhang (PI), Christo-
pher Zobel. Sponsor: Global Forum for Urban 
and Regional Resilience. Amount: $15,000
Duration: April 2016 – September 2017

Diane Zahm

American Planning Association, Chapter Presi-
dent’s Council grant, $7500, “Creating Vibrant 
Communities Through Inclusionary Planning: 
Diversity and Equity” (Project Director; award is 
to the Virginia Chapter of the APA).
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School of
Public &
International
Affairs

PROGRAMS in SPIA

Center for Public Administration & Policy
www.cpap.vt.edu

cpap@vt.edu
blacksburg: 540-231-5133

arlington: 571-858-3102

Government & International Affairs
www.gia.vt.edu

gia@vt.edu
arlington: 571-858-3102

Urban Affairs & Planning
www.uap.vt.edu

uapvt@vt.edu
blacksburg: 540-231-5485

arlington: 571-858-3102

CENTERS & INSTITUTES

Center for Housing Research
www.vchr.vt.edu

Institute for Policy & Governance
www.ipg.vt.edu

spia@vt.edu   www.spia.vt.edu   540-231-2291

Virginia Tech does not discriminate against employees, students, or 
applicants on the basis of race, sex, handicap, age, veteran status, 

national origin, religion, political affiliation, or sexual orientation.  
Anyone having questions concerning discrimination should contact 

the Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Office.

DEGREES OFFERED

B.A. in Public & Urban Affairs
(Environmental Policy & Planning (EPP) major)
(Smart & Sustainable Cities (SSC) major)

Master of Public Administration
Master of Public & International Affairs
Master of Urban & Regional Planning
Ph.D. in Public Administration & Public Affairs
Ph.D. in Planning, Governance & Globalization

(Governance & Globalization track)
(Urban & Environmental Design & Planning track)
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